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              Alexandra Community Shed 

                                      & 

   Eildon and district woodworkers guild. 

                    

                        Newsletter Number 303     April  2016 

                                OFFICE BEARERS. 

PRESIDENT.              Mr. BOB CARROLL.               0400316800 

VICE PRESIDENT.     Mr JOE COOPER.           (03) 5772 1234 

SECRETARY.             Mr MAX MAY.                  (03) 5772 2013 

AST.SECRETARY.      Mr MICHAEL BALDWIN.         0417 586 374 

TREASURER.            Mr IVAN FOX.                  (03) 5773 4285 

PURCH.OFFICER.     Mr NORM McDONALD.    (03) 5772 1198 

COMMITTEE.            Mr ROD TRANTER.                 0458 340 658 

                                 Mr MURRAY RICHARDS.  (03) 5772 1738 

SAFETY OFFICERS. Mr JIM WHELAN.              (03) 5773 4396 

                                 Mr CLARRIE GLASS.         (03) 5774 7513 

       Our next meeting will on       

                 11/05/2016.             

                       Venue. 

      The woodworkers Guild Hall 

Located at the rear of the Alexan-

dra timber tramway & Museum,  

      off  Station street Alexandra. 

 Theme for the next meeting . 

         Anything you have made or an item that may be of interest……. 
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Monday, 18 April 2016 

 
 
 
Hi all, 
 
 
     It seems that the months are flying past it won’t be long till the AGM, have your nomination ready 
and don’t forget to ask the person that you are nominating. Thank you to the members that helped with 
the Easter art show I think the members that participated in entering the items were of high standard 
and some did very well out of the week end. 
 
     The day of the car club that visited the precinct was very interested with our club to which a couple 
donated a metal machine lathe to the club but after inspecting the machine, it was a massive operation 
to get out of their shed  and too big for our shed so we declined the offer. 
      The master precinct plan is going ahead and the committee have been attending all the meetings on 
behalf of our club and we have been voicing our opinion on what is to happen when it comes to the 
club, so we will keep you informed as to what happens.  
      The restoration of the furniture that we are getting from the locals is a welcome money earner for 
the club,  between john and I we have raised $3,000.00 last year there is still the 8 pews from the 
Yarck hall to be finished, if you do not have a personal project on the go we could do with a hand.  
      The club had a social night at Molesworth Hotel, which was a very good turn up of members and 
their spouses, the meal was yummy and everybody had a great night.  
 
 
 
Regards Judge, 

 
 

Confucius words 

“Everything has its beauty but not everyone sees it." 
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--SAFE-DRIVING TIPS WHEN IT IS RAINING! 
 
GOOD VISION IN A DOWNPOUR  
 
How to achieve good vision while driving during a heavy downpour. We are not sure why it 
is so effective; just try this method when it rains heavily.  This method was told by a Police 
friend who had experienced and confirmed it.  It is useful...even driving at night.  
 
Most of the motorists would turn on HIGH or FASTEST SPEED of the wipers during heavy 
downpour, yet the visibility in front of the windshield is still bad.......  
In the event you face such a situation, just put on your SUNGLASSES (any model will do), 
and miracles! All of a sudden, your visibility in front of your windshield is perfectly clear, as 
if there is no rain..  
 
Make sure you always have a pair of SUNGLASSES in your car. You are not only helping 
yourself to drive safely with good vision, but also might save your friend's life by giving him 
this idea.. Try it yourself and share it with your friends!!!!  
 
Amazingly, you still see the drops on the windshield, but not the sheet of rain falling. You 
can see where the rain bounces off the road.  It works to eliminate the "blindness" from 
passing cars.  Or the "kickup" if you are following a car in the rain.. 
They ought to teach this little tip in driver's training.. It really does work.  This is a good 
warning. I wonder how many people knew about this???  
 
Another good tip: 
 
A 36 year old female had an accident several weeks ago. It was raining, though not ex-
cessively when her car suddenly began to hydro-plane and literally flew through the 
air.  She was not seriously injured but very stunned at the sudden occurrence! When she 
explained to the highway patrolman what had happened, he told her something that every 
driver should know - NEVER DRIVE IN THE RAIN WITH YOUR CRUISE CONTROL ON.  
 
She thought she was being cautious by setting the cruise control and maintaining a safe 
consistent speed in the rain...  
But the highway patrolman told her that if the cruise control is on, your car will begin to hy-
dro-plane when the tyres lose contact with the road, and your car will accelerate to a high-
er rate of speed making you take off like an aeroplane.  She told the patrolman that was 
exactly what had occurred. The patrolman said this warning should be listed, on the driv-
er's seat sun-visor - NEVER USETHE CRUISE CONTROL WHEN THE ROAD IS WET 
OR ICY, along with the airbag warning. We tell our teenagers to set the cruise control and 
drive a safe speed - but we don't tell them to use the cruise control only when the road is 
dry.  
 
The only person the accident victim found who knew this, (besides the patrolman), was a 
man who'd had a similar accident, totalled his car and sustained severe injuries.  
 
NOTE: Some vehicles (like the Toyota Sienna Limited XLE) will not allow you to set the 
cruise control when the windshield wipers are on.  Even if you send this to 15 people and 
only one of them doesn't know about it, it's still worth it.  You may have saved a life. 
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ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY SHED/EILDON AND DISTRICT  

WOODWORKERS GUILD Inc 

 

Minutes of General Meeting Wednesday 13th April 2016   

 

Meeting opened at 7-30 pm by Robert Carroll. 

 

Welcome. Robert welcomed all. 

 

Present: Max, Bob, Joe, Norm, Brian, Ken, Barry, John Z, Murray, Michael S, Michael B, Mervin, Laurie, Steve, Paul S, Ivan.        

 

Apologies: Clarrie and Dorothy Glass, Margaret, George, Nigel, Ernie, Jim, Len M, Len S, Rod. 

 

Motion that apologies be accepted: Moved by Norm seconded by Steve         Carried 

 

SHOW AND TELL: something not made of wood and/or whatever you have made in the last month (Not much there tonight)   

 

Minutes of last meeting sent to all members – they should have received and read them.  

 

Moved that Minutes be accepted by John Z Seconded by Paul S 

 

Carried 

  

Business arising from minutes  

 

1.  Walnut wood (Ernie?) Still to follow up by Ernie and Bob.  Ernie reported before the meeting that he has tried to contact 
Hugh but he appears to be away    

 

2.  OH&S Document is finished and is now available for all members to read (document on Table)  Bob said that all members 
should read them they will be on side table for all to access. Bob said that a lot of work went into this document and a lot of 
work proof reading by Maureen plus all of the computer work. He then said that the Guild should give Maureen a bunch of 
flowers for doing all of this work. All members there were in favor.       

 

3.  Furniture restorations (Bob) Bob said that there is a fair bit coming in.  Anne Norris has some more and a fellow has a couple 
of small tables and there might be some chairs from Sue McNair.  There are a couple of pews from Yarck to be done. When 
they come in Bob said that he needs a lot of help to get all of this work done.      
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4.  Precinct master plan (Murray and Bob) seeing that our guest speaker did not show we will move this one for general discus-
sion after the meeting.       . 

 

5.  Nothing from DPM (MM) Max said there has not been any interaction with DPM at all.        

 

6.  Remember  don’t forget Wangaratta May 28th       . 

 

7. Milling MUST START NOW and sorting of logs.          

 

8. New roster has not been formalized.  (Committee decision)          

 

9.  Easter – to reports.         

 

10. Yea Twilight Market – to Reports.      

 

11. CEACA training – to General Business. 

 

12. Lighting grant – to Reports.     

 

Correspondence In: 

 

Insurance – in and out The Guild has taken out extra Insurance for Building and theft. 

 

Emails of thanks from Josh Russell, Margaret Abbey, CEO, and Margaret Rae, Mayor, for acknowledging work done to shift logs.  

. 

Correspondence Out: 

 Insurance. 

Letters of thanks to Shire personnel as above. 

 

Newsletters in: - Wangaratta, Benalla, Shepparton, Ballarat, CWC, Otway (Colac), South Australia. All tabled. 

 

Motion that inward correspondence be received and outward correspondence be approved.  Moved Michael S seconded Barry 
Carried           

 

Treasurer’s report: Report read by Treasurer-- Ivan Fox  

 

Money for the month of March we had an income of $2,905.10 which contained effort from Shepparton.  Taking that alone for 
Shepparton -$330 tool sales, $810 for wood, $365 for jig sales – a total of $1505.  Congratulations to all concerned there.  In-
come – tool sales amount to $965.  Door entries $357.75, major income which has a lot to do with restoration $550, wood 
sales $870, interest $4.35, bottle of glue $8, $150 was private sale and Ernie was paid.   
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Other Reports 

Easter Art Show – Bob said it went off alright.  Plenty of help.  Cheque has been received and funds distributed to those 
who sold items. Norm commented that we should renegotiate with rotary regarding their commission considering 
that the Guild does work for them.  He felt that with the bilbies work for Rotary the commission of 25% is too steep 
and 15% would be more equitable.  Murray said try them at 10% and negotiate up!!  Bob said that we can try and see 
what eventuates. 

 

Yea Twilight Market –Max said it was very cold and windy night.  The market was very minimal and only 3 of us attended.  
Other members arrived through the night.  Nothing sold so we packed up early as it was too cold and windy and very 
poor attendance. 

 

Metal lathe offer – Bob, Ernie, Michael B. and John went to look at lathe and unfortunately it was too big and weighed a 
bit over a ton.  There was no way our gantry could have lifted it.  Ernie’s trailer probably would not have carried it 
home.  The end was all gear box and motor and was huge and very heavy.  Michael said that bed table was less than 
we have now so reluctantly I said it was too big for our shed.  Bob will check with Tramway to see if they want it.  If 
not, Bob will ring the person who offered it of alternative options.  Bob thanked them for the offer. 

 

Murray queried re Wangaratta if we can demonstrate our dowelling jig.  Max to follow up. 

 

Moved by Laurie that reports be received, seconded Steve. Carried.    
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General Business 

 

1.  CEACA training – Bob spoke with Roger before school holidays and Roger prefers to start after school holidays.  Bob thinks 
program will start shortly.  Not sure if we have $5000 grant but half will go to CEACA.  

The other half Bob will chase up.  Training will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Maybe one Saturday. For those who work 
and can get there during the week.  Murray brought up a good point re knowing who has done the course of not.  The Com-
mittee has decided that they will buy vests with participant’s name on it so that they will be identified.   It must be worn at all 
times when wanting to use machines.  

 

2. Lighting grant – we were partially successful and received a grant for $3000.  We may have time to renegotiate with electri-
cian to make up the rest of the quote.  The Committee and members should have another look at what we proposed.  Murray 
suggested getting a few more quotes. 

 

3. Committee meeting report - re roster and members not adhering to the roster for Sunday work so Committee has decided 
the Guild will be closed on Sundays when Tramway is in operation.  We will open if Tramways advise of buses coming or if oth-
er occasions warrant our attendance.  The other problem is feedback from those who work in the shed find they work all day 
and don’t see a soul.  No point.  If members feel shed should be open, then talk to Committee.  Steve said he thought it had 
been decided previously but Bob said it had only been brought up in discussion.  Steve said he did not turn up as he thought it 
had already been decided.  He said “just use sharp nails when you crucify me”. 

 

Brief rundown from Murray re Precinct meeting.  Murray will give a brief report now and later on as there is no guest speaker 
there will be more discussion at length. Murray said that on Monday he went to represent the Club.  The consultants had fin-
ished their part of the work and submitted the final submission which was discussed.  It was in four stages.  The main thing I 
thought was of interest to us was that the Tramways sliced it right down the middle and that half was going to be their lease 
with VicTrak.  It is only going to be VicTrak and the Tramway and the other half will be the Shire’s lease and they are talking 
about a 5 year lease and I gave them my threepenneth worth and they were fiddling around and that we wanted a minimum of 
10 year lease and preferably a 30 year lease.  The rest can be discussed later. 

 

4. Ask Michael Smiles re “for sale items”. – Michael said that we need someone to take photos so that they can go on the Inter-
net.  Another day other than Tuesday or Thursday might be best to see what can be salvaged and sold.  Wording needs to be 
worked out as well. 

 

5. Bob to detail what has to be done for CEACA.  Bob said at Committee meeting today what they need for their courtyard to 
be revitalized.  Norm and Bob know about it.  Bob has been working with Charlie Bisset for the last two weeks now and she 
rang me to arrange a meeting which I attended.  CEACA are putting in for big grants to upgrade the Post Office which is part of 
CEACA and they want to fix it up and make it more presentable plus they have their courtyard which is used for training in sum-
mer.  They have a landscape gardener plus a woman who has done all the drawings.  Charlie was only going to go simple at first 
and now it has blown all out of proportion – a moonscape.  All we need to do is a few screens and a few boxes and a round 
table.  Bob has spoken with Murray about this and he will try and utilize his apprentices.  All we are doing is donating our time.  
It is going to be a community affair – Mitre 10, us, landscape gardeners etc.  Everything will be done up as a flatpack.  Charlie 
wanted us to work with the dole people but Bob said it was not possible due to insurance reasons.  Flatpack will be delivered 
and senior members will attend to supervise the assembly.  There are 3 or 4 or 5 items we have to do.  The whole project is 
starting in May and Bob feels it is worth our while to get in there and be seen to be working with the community.   
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Norm had a phone call from Gail Jennings whose husband is a carpenter.  They are going to build a screen, a temporary sheet, 
and they want port holes with frames or boxes and they will be about 800 x 600 and various shapes and the work for the dole 
people will put mosaics in them.  Bits of timber connecting each one of them.  CEACA will supply everything.  She works in 
town and said that the husband has got profiles/templates for the boxes. This is for the temporary fence apparently.   

 

She also said that Anna Baker who lives above Bob Hocking’s shop and has a business called Write/Play/Eat or something and 
they are part of a group and Rex Tate is involved too.  Anna Baker was down at the Art Show and I spoke with her.  Norm sug-
gested that we could have a mural on our wall and she came around and had a look.  They want to come along to the meeting.  
They have done the first one on the pub wall.  Joe asked if it is for gratis.  Norm said it is.  She showed a shape like a platypus or 
a goanna out of ply and cut into sections like a jigsaw basically and gave it to school kids and they painted their bit and then it 
was reassembled and put up.  Anyway they want to come along to the meeting.  They want to come on 11 May. 

 

6. One thing missed in correspondence was grant applications by AMP for $3,000,000 split up into $50,000-$100,000 lots 
at the moment.  We applied last year but most went to scientific institutions.  We will have another crack this year to see how 
we go. Norm asked if Andrew Russell was involved.  Bob said that Sandy Keith who is always on the go and keeps him informed 
on what grants are available.  She always offers her help.  Norm said that Andrew was instrumental in getting the large grant 
for the Molesworth Hall and is also a member of our Club.   

 

7. Don’t forget Molesworth Hotel tomorrow night – 6.30 pm. 

 

Before meeting closed Norm had a call from a lady at Lavender Farm at Wandin and she is very busy there.  She has a quilting 
show on at the moment.  She has a woodworking show on in September and it goes from 3-18 September – 2 weeks and 3 
weekends there.  If you want to take some stuff down, it is a chance  to sell something.  It is a good chance and it will run for 
that time.  If you want to sell anything, I can take it down and there needs to be some sort of coding or number and her com-
mission is 15% and all proceeds     She would really like it if we could demonstrate one weekend.  It is something to be dis-
cussed closer to the time.  Norm said it is a good opportunity for us. 

 

Raffle tickets for the Australian Woodturning Exhibition in July are available.  Tickets are $2 each – for every ticket sold our Club 
gets $1. Tickets and money are in tin. 
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Next meeting: Date 11 May 2016.     Time  7 pm Talk 7 30 pm Meeting starts   

 

Show and tell for next meeting  – “Anything you have made, or item of interest” 

 

Demo on the night – CPR and defibrillator.   

 

After a cuppa, on with the demo. CFA speaker Allan Layton (unconfirmed).  As we could not contact CFA speaker, we might 
produce Precinct plans and have a general discussion on our future and what plans mean for us. 

 

 

 

Steve said just on that and before we close the meeting, I notice there are not too many 

people here tonight and we have 63 members (Bob said that as of today we have 54 

members which is not a bad sort of thing)   All the offices are coming up in June and peo-

ple who have not put in any time at all maybe they could consider one year.  One person/

one year and you would never need to do the job again.  I don’t know how we get that 

message out.  I think we need some volunteers to give you blokes a rest.  All the positions 

are vacant.   Max will write Steve’s suggestion in the newsletter.  Murray said that has any 

thought been given to getting one of the ladies.  Everybody.  Bob said that he has already 

spoken to one of the ladies and she is giving it some thought.  Missed your comment Ste-

ve.  Speak up.   

Meeting closed 8-20pm 

 

Secretary Max May 

 

Assistant Secretary Michael Baldwin 

Please have a think about Steves point about 

attendances and bring up any ideas at the club. 

The elections also are important as it may devel-

op into a drama if all positions can’t be filled. 
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          Timber & Working with wood show. 

  Is on at the Caulfield race course on the 9th. To 10th. September. 

Details are available on their web site, just Google council of wood-

work clubs and you will see all the information…... 

        Also the Australian Woodturning Exhibition is on at the 

        Whitehorse centre in Maroondah highway Nunawading 

                          June 17th. To 19th. 2016. 

      Woodworkers of the North East Show at Wangaratta. 

May 28th. 2016 you won’t be disappointed if you make the effort 

to go along…. 

           What’s coming up……. 

Another beautiful little box by Murray  Richards…. 


