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              Alexandra Community Shed 

                                      & 

   Eildon and district woodworkers guild. 

                    

                        Newsletter Number 306    June 2016 

                                OFFICE BEARERS. 

PRESIDENT.              Mr. BOB CARROLL.           0400316800 

VICE PRESIDENT.     Mr JOE COOPER.           (03) 5772 1234 

SECRETARY.             Mr MAX MAY.                  (03) 5772 2013 

AST.SECRETARY.      Ms DENICE BLOUNT       0415 808 570 

TREASURER.            Mr GEOFF ELLIS             0417 700 285 

PURCH.OFFICER.     Mr NORM McDONALD.    (03) 5772 1198 

COMMITTEE.            Mr MICHAEL SMILES      (03) 5772 2816 

                                 Mr MURRAY RICHARDS.  (03) 5772 1738 

SAFETY OFFICERS. Mr MICHAEL SMILES       (03) 5772 2816 

                                 Mr JOE COOPER              (03) 5772 1234 

NEWSLETTER/SOCIAL SEC. MICHAEL BALDWIN 0417 586 374 

       Our next meeting will be on       

                 13/07/2016.             

                       At 

     The woodworkers Guild Hall 

          Located at the rear of  

the Alexandra timber tramway &     

Museum,    7.30 p.m. start. 

 
       Theme for the next meeting is the same, something you have made or 

                                            something interesting. 

         Ken Wraight will demonstrate sharpening assorted tools. 
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Well the year is up and we have at last completed the OH&S policy and as this is going to 

air the Safety awareness Program is up and running with the instructor Roger from CEACA 

to have members trained in the use of the machines in the workshop. A number of the 

members went to the North East Gathering at Wangaratta to meet up with other clubs in 

our area, the handing over of the baton which it will be our turn next year to host the 

event. Then in June the Truck and Ute show, last year it was and absolutely fabulous day - 

Throughout the year the Guild has taken on restoring community furniture such as two 

boxes, 10 church pews from Yarck hall, Small cabinet, Wool spinning wheel, door, Tea ta-

ble on castors, and various small jobs thanks to Ernie for always coming to the rescue to 

turn something that was missing in the community projects. The club will be involved with 

the community project at CEACA we will be making window frames and a table and stools.  

 

 And I would like to say thanks to the never fading Clarrie Glass who keeps on making the 

Angels for Rotary and I am glad to see some of the members putting the hand up to help 

Clarrie with the Angels for the future as well as Ernie and Barry keeping up with the bilbys.  

Rod, Steve and Paul slabbing the timber because we do get a lot of timber from the public 

and I would like to thank all the members for helping out through the year and their 

spouses who support the Guild which makes this Guild so good to be involved with. And 

now I personally would like to mention a very big thanks to the committee for their sup-

port they have given me and the Guild.  Without these members the Guild could not func-

tion and especially thanks to Max for the job of Secretary, such is a demanding job well 

done everybody stand up and be proud like the first year’s hard work and constant but I 

have enjoyed it this coming year won’t be as busy thank you.  

 

Bob Carroll the President 
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TIPS ABOUT SHELLAC 
 

Note: There are two types of Shellac that you could need, one is blonde 
and the other is orange and they both come in flakes.  The orange is for 
dark colour woods and the blonde is for light colour woods. The medium 
or thinner for Shellac is methylated spirits. The mixes are as follows.  

 

Back in the olden days the mixes were known as pound cut. 1, 2, 3, 4 
pound cut is about the full range of mixes that you would use. (Pound cut 
= 1 pound of shellac to one gallon of Methylated Spirits. 2 pound cut =2 
pound shellac to one gallon of Methylated spirits. 3 pound cut = 3 pound 
shellac to one gallon of methylated spirits and so on).  So now to apply 
the KISS system and see if we can stuff it up. 

 

No1 cut should be 50 grams shellac to 500mls metho.  

No2 cut should be 100 grams shellac to 500mls metho.  

No3 cut should be 150 grams shellac to 500mls metho.  

No4 cut should be 200 grams shellac to 500ml metho. 

 

No 1 and no. 2 cut would be ideal for using as a sealer and no. 3 and no. 
4 cut should be ideal for French polishing (now that’s opened another 
can of worms). I think I have done enough for now - maybe more next 
month. 

 Submitted by Max May………. 
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Paddy and Mick are two Irishmen working at the local sawmill. 

 

One day, Mick slips and his arm gets caught and severed by the big bench saw. Paddy 

quickly puts the limb in a plastic bag and rushes it and Mick to the local hospital. 

 

Next day, Paddy goes to the hospital and asks after Mick.  The nurse says, "Oh he's out in 

Rehab exercising". 

 

Paddy couldn't believe it, but there's Mick out the back exercising his now re-attached arm. 

The very next day he's back at work in the saw mill. 

 

A couple of days go by, and then Mick slips and severs his leg on another bloody big saw. 

 

So Paddy puts the limb in a plastic bag and rushes it and Mick off to Hospital. 

 

Next day he calls in to see him and asks the nurse how he is. The nurse replies, "He's out in 

the Rehab again exercising". 

 

And sure enough, there's Mick out there doing some serious work on the treadmill. And 

very soon Mick comes back to work. 

 

But, as usual, within a couple of days he has another accident and severs his head. 

 

Wearily Paddy puts the head in a plastic bag and transports it and Mick to hospital. 

 

Next day he goes in and asks the nurse how Mick is. The nurse breaks down and cries and 

says, "He's dead." 

 

Paddy is shocked, but not surprised. "I suppose the saw finally did him in." 

 

"No", says the nurse, "Some dopey bastard put his head in a plastic bag and he suffocated. 

 

Submitted by Max May…….. 
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     This years Max Schurmann Trophy was 

presented to  Mr. Bob Carroll for several     

years of excellent work for our Guild. 



6 

             Show and tell presented by 

                    Mr. Ken Wraight. 

                 A “bowl from a board” created by Norm McDonald 

        A collection of goodies by the guild “mascot” Jaxon Carlton. 
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          Another beautiful jewellery box created by Murray Richards. 

                A lovely  inlaid bowl done by “El Presedente”  Bob Carroll. 
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                     Ken’s “piece de resistance” 

           The Emperors Chariot. 

This piece has stolen the show all around the World and is                         

 Truly magnificent, we are very fortunate to have him as a 

member, teacher and a mentor who is so willing to pass on 

his skills. 

      Another one of Ken’s 

“simple” lidded boxes called  

“The Starfighter” inspired 

by the Star Wars movies. 
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    Ernie Hunt’s attempt at turning some straight legs but alas it didn’t work. 

                        A gift for Ernie’s mate “Grumpy” 
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Murray showing off what our doweling jig can do, lots of interest 

But no sales unfortunately. 

However the day went really well, the hospitality was exceptional  

With plenty of food for all.   Some of our members were fortu-

nate in the raffle with several picking up a couple of prizes. 

The North Eastern woodworkers show was well attended 

with us tripping up to “Wang” in our council bus, the trip 

was uneventful apart from some rumblings from the rear of 

the bus about the bumps. I don’t know what they were 

complaining about it took me an hour to program them into 

the G.P.S. thingamy………. 
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        The 2016 Alexandra Truck and Ute Show. 

One of the many exhibits at the 

show. 

John checking out what’s on offer at 

the Info centre. 

Almost finished setting up. Bob trying to keep his hands warm do-

ing a spot of carving. 

Max starting on the famous “Duck” which was given to a very happy girl…... 
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Everyone that had pieces for sale 

had some success, with a lot of 

interest shown for our work…... 

      Same time next year perhaps 
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MATES??? 

 

This story applies to nearly everyone. 

 

How about the time you put in a great deal of time land effort looking for 
something in particular – say a new tool.  You go and buy the article 
and become the proud owner of a new tool.  You then show it to some-
one (mate ?).  You tell him where and when you purchased it and the 
cost.  Then comes the answer.  “You should have said so because I’ve 
got a mate!!” – who knows where to go, can get it cheaper, knows a 
better product, is in the business or knows the owner of the make and 
so on. 

 

Then on the other side.  You do a job for someone.  You do your best at 
a fair price.  Then along  comes Mate who says “my mate said…” – he 
could have done the job better, done the job cheaper, done the job 
quicker, used better equipment, used better materials and so on. 

 

And the other side.  You make something – a machine or similar, all fin-
ished and working.  You show your mate and he reckons you have 
done a good job but he says “I’ve got a mate” – who said that you 
should have used this bit or that bit because he gets it cheaper or the 
bit is much superior to the one that you have used, can make a better 
machine, one which goes 100 times better. 

 

Have you ever spent a lot of time trying to find a part or something 
which is not common at your local shopping centre?  You spend weeks, 
sometimes months, searching, negotiating and finally getting what you 
want.  Then along comes Mate who says “You should have said so be-
cause I’ve got a mate who …” – has one, knows where to get one for 
nought too!!!  All you have to do is go and get it. 

 

“Mates*!*!*!” 

         Submitted by Max May….. 
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         You may now know that have been 

given the honour of being the guild’s  

Magazine editor and social secretary,  

I need your help with suggestions for the  

Magazine, anything of interest would be  

Helpful. However I would also like your 

suggestions in regard to possible activities 

outside our usual activity in the club. 

 Things like places to eat or go to where we 

can involve our partners or wives (or both) 

   I don’t think its necessary to do some-

thing very often just every six or eight 

weeks.   Have a think about it and let me 

know of any ideas. 

     Regards Michael Baldwin…. 

           mbaldwin@bigpond.net.au 

                 0417 586 374. 
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          Timber & Working with wood show. 

  Is on at the Caulfield race course on the 9th. To 10th. September. 

Details are available on their web site, just Google council of wood-

work clubs and you will see all the information…... 

        Also the Australian Woodturning Exhibition is on at the 

        Whitehorse centre in Maroondah highway Nunawading 

                          June 17th. To 19th. 2016. 

           What’s coming up……. 

        Any suggestions for our newsletter would be greatly 

         Appreciated. Just contact me by e-mail or at the club. 

                            mbaldwin@bigpond.net.au 


